



Various aspects of the Prophet’s sirah have
been covered, identify the most salient ones
that would be useful for our life today.
Why you chose them?
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a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Origins of the Jews (3 theories)
Were/Are Muslims anti-Jews (racial)?
Position of the Jews in Madinah
Banu Qaynuqa
Banu Nadir
Banu Qurayzah
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an oasis 95 miles to the north of Medina. While Mecca is barren, preIslamic Medina (Yathrib) probably looked somewhat like this. Khaybar,
inhabited by Jews before the rise of Islam, came under Muslim control in
628."
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Problematic and obscure- mixed with legend
Theory #1 a priestly tribe sent by Moses a.s. to
destroy Amalekite ( a tribe living in Arabia b/w red
sea and dead sea. When B.C. ?
 Theory #2 traced to the union of Solomon and
Queen Sheba
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Theory #3 Jews fleeing the Roman destruction of
the second temple 70 CE.
 How many Jewish tribes were there?—3 are better
known, but more. Consti. Madinah listed inter alia,
Banu Najjar, B. Auf, B Harith, Saidah, Jusham, Aus,
Thalabah.
 TALKING POINT: Are todays Jews similar to
Medinan Jews? How similar/different?
 Are all Jews are inherently against Muslims?


5/29/2011

6

3 well-known-B. Qaynuqa, Nadir, Qurayzah
Jews that signed the CM part of the political ummah
Rights and recognition-freedom of religion,
protection under Islamic state, duty protecting the
security of the state, mutual respect, blood money
 Violation of the treaty
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Goldsmiths, “bankers”
An ally of Khazraj
religious & econ. Issues
ridiculed Muslim ability & victory at Badr.
The climax- an insult to a Muslim girl in marketplace
15 days siege-surrendered –starvation, etc.
Cons. Expelled from Madinah, 624
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Owners of vast agricultural land
Underlying cause? Greedy Muslims interested to
steal fertile land from the Jews?
After Uhud, looked down upon Muslims
Violation of the terms of the CM
Months after the exp. Of B. Qaynuqa, Ka’b Ashraf
vilified Muslims, was assassinated.
Refusal to pay blood money- Bi’ru Maunah incident
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Standard narrative of Banu Quraizah case (Ibn
Ishaq’s)
 William Muir, Brit. Orientalist- a story of butchery &
inhuman Arafat’s article: What issues Arafat raised in his
article New Light on the Strory of Banu Qurayzah
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Battle of the Trench (Ghazwah al-Khandaq)
In 627, the Quraish decided to go against the Prophet
Muhammad once again
Banu Qurayza betrayed the Prophet they did openly
align themselves with the Quraishi campaign .
This act of treason was designed to encompass the
Muslims in battles on all sides, one that would
eventually fail them.
After the siege ended, the Quraish defeated again
Banu Qurayza were left alone to face the Muslims
they betrayed (going against virtually every principle
outlined within the Covenant of Medina).
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Forced to surrender, the leader of Banu Qurayza
was asked “Will you be satisfied, o Aus, if one of
your own number pronounces judgement on them?
 When they agreed he said that Sa'd b. Mu'adh was
the man...
 Sa'd said, Then I give judgement according to the
injunctions of Torah, that the men should be killed,
the property divide, and the women and children
taken as captives.”
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In his address, the Prophet addressed several
issues:
Freedom to all
Sanctity of life, wealth and property
Equality of all races
Justice in front of the law and in front of Allah
Women’s rights and obligations
Rights of others
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The Prophet directed his Speech to all
humankind. He used the term “O People” seven
times. He used the terminology “O Men” once.
In the farewell address, the Prophet did not use
the terminology “O Muslims” or “O Believer).
The prophet intention was to address all people
regardless their religions, colors or times (his
time or any time after him until the day of
Judgement).
The Prophet’s message was and still is to every
person every where in the world
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On the 9th of Dhil-Hajj of 10 A.H., the
Prophet gave a historic speech in the plain of
Arafat in which he summed up the main
points of his teachings.
The Prophet first thanked God for His
countless mercies and blessings, and then
said:
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O Muslims! Listen to me with attention. This may be the last occasion when I am
with you, and I may not be alive to perform another Hajj.
God is One and He has no partners. Do not associate anyone or anything with
Him.
Worship Him, fear Him, obey Him and love Him. Do not miss your mandatory
prayers. Observe faithfully the month of fasting. Pay Zakat (poor-tax) regularly,
and visit the House of God whenever you can.
Remember that everyone of you is answerable to God for everything you do on
this earth, and very soon you will find yourselves in His presence.
I am abolishing all the customs, practices and traditions of the times of
Ignorance.
I disclaim the right of retaliation for the blood of my cousin, Ibn Rabi'a; and I
disclaim the interest on the loans (riba) given by my uncle, Abbas ibn Abdul
Muttalib.
I call upon you all to show respect to the honor, life and property of each other in
the same manner as you show respect to the sanctity of this day.
All believers are brothers of each other. If something belongs to any one of them,
it is unlawful for others to take it without his permission.
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Be sincere in your words and deeds, and be sincere to each other, and
remain united at all times.
Fear God concerning women! Verily you have taken them on the security
of God, and intercourse with them has been made lawful unto you by
words of God. You too have rights over them, and they should not allow
anyone to sit on your bed whom you do not like.
But if they do that, you can chastise them but not severely. Their rights
upon you are that you should provide them with food and clothing in a
fitting manner.
I have left among you the Book of God and the Sunnah, and if you hold
fast to them you would never go astray.
And you would be asked about me (on the day of resurrection), (now tell
me) what would you say?
They (the audience) said: "We bear witness that you have conveyed (the
message), discharged (the ministry of Prophethood) and given wise
(sincere) counsel." He (the narrator) said: "He (the Prophet) then raised
his forefinger toward the sky and pointed it at the people (and said): "O
God, bear witness, O God, bear witness."
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O people, believers are but brothers. No one may take his
brother’s property without his full consent. Have I given
the message? — O Allah, be my witness. Never go back to
being unbelievers, smiting each other’s necks, for verily, I
have left among you that which if you take it, you will
never stray after me: the Book of Allah. Have I given the
message? — O Allah, be my witness.
 O people, your Lord is One, and your father is one: all of
you are from Adam, and Adam was from the ground. The
noblest of you in Allah’s sight is the most godfearing: Arab
has no merit over non-Arab other than godfearingness.
Have I given the message? — O Allah, be my witness.
 – At this, they said yes.
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The Prophet gave a summary of his teachings
in this address and we can analyze them
under three main headings:
1. Reminder of the basic elements of the
faith, namely: belief in the One God.
2. Rule of Law and Morality.
3. Rules of Justice.
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(1) Monotheism, pure, simple, uncomplicated
and unmixed is the foundation on which the
Islamic system of belief is based.
Only the invisible God, and none other, is
worthy of worship and is worshipped without
any icons or other material representation.
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1. The Qur’an and the conduct of the Prophet were to
serve as the basics of law and a healthy criterion in every
aspect of human life. “I leave behind me two things, the
Qur’an and my Sunnah and if you follow these you will
never go astray.”
 2. Vendetta and private justice were abolished. The
Prophet declared: “Every right arising out of homicide in
pre-Islamic days is henceforth waived and the first such
right that I waive is that arising from the murder of Rabiah
ibn al Harith ibn al Mutallib.”
 3. Equality of all believers without distinction of race
orders. He stated: “Learn that every Muslim is a brother to
every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one
brotherhood.”
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No superiority of one over any other except by the
individual excellence in the manner of piety and fear
of God. Excellence of moral character is the only
criterion of individual superiority in the eyes of God.
However, every person enjoyed equality in the eyes of
the Law, and in the eyes of God, by reason of his being
a member of the human race. The Prophet (pbuh) put
it in these words: “All mankind is from Adam and Eve,
an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab nor a nonArab has any superiority over an Arab; also a white has
no superiority over a black nor a black has any
superiority over a white – except by piety and good
action.”
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Three fundamental rights of each and every
human being concerning (a) his person (b) his
property (c) his honor.
As to (a) his person, the Prophet declared: “O
People, just as you regard this month, this day,
this city as Sacred, so regard the life and
property of every Muslim as a sacred trust . . .
“Remember one day you will meet Allah and
answer for your deeds.”
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(1) prohibition of interest (2) obligatory inheritance and
distribution of deceased persons property among near
relatives of both sexes and (3) restrictions on wills (no
more than 1/3 by way of legacy).
 Regarding interest, the prophet said: “Allah has forbidden
you to take usury (interest), therefore all interest obligations
shall henceforth be waived. Your capital is yours to keep. You
will neither inflict nor suffer any inequity. Allah has judged
that there shall be no interest.”
 As to the sanctity character of property, the Prophet
further declared: “O People, just as you regard this month,
this day, this city as Sacred, so regard the life and property
of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Return the goods
entrusted to you to their rightful owners.”
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The Farewell address puts it this way:
“O People, it is true that you have certain rights with
regard to your women but they also have rights over
you. Remember that you have taken them as your wives
only under Allah’s trust and with His permission. If they
abide by your right, then to them belongs the right to be
fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your women well
and be kind to them for they are your partners and
committed helpers. And it is your right that they do not
make friends with anyone of whom you do not approve,
as well as never to be unchaste. O People, listen to me
in earnest . . .”
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